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PAINT COMPANY AND COMPANY PRESIDENT PLEAD GUILTY TO DISCHARGING 
PAINT AND PAINT WASTE INTO FRESNO'S SEWER AND STORM WATER SYSTEM 

Sentencing Follows Guilty Pleas 

FRESNO--United States Attorney McGregor W. Scott announced today that THE WILSHIRE 
PAINT COMPANY of Fresno, California, and Company President DARRELL EDWARDS pleaded 
guilty and were sentenced today before United States District Judge Oliver W. Wanger. 

This case was investigated by the United States Environmental Protection Agency and the 
California Department Of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC). 

According to Assistant United States Attorney E. Robert Wright, who prosecuted the cases, THE 
WILSHIRE PAINT COMPANY admitted that on October 8, 2002, employees of the company knowingly 
and unlawfully operated the paint manufacturing facility in violation of a pretreatment standard by 
discharging paint and paint waste, an ignitable pollutant, into the City of Fresno’s municipal sewer and 
storm water system, which is a felony under the federal Clean Water Act.  EDWARDS admitted that he 
negligently caused operation of the paint manufacturing facility by failing to take all reasonable steps to 
prevent the discharge in connection with that same violation, which is a misdemeanor under the federal 
Clean Water Act. THE WILSHIRE PAINT COMPANY also admitted that on October 17, 2002, 
Company employees knowingly and unlawfully transported, stored, treated, and disposed of, ignitable 
oil-based paint, a hazardous waste, without a manifest reporting the activity, which is a felony under the 
federal Resource Conservation and Recovery Act.   

As part of the plea, THE WILSHIRE PAINT COMPANY agreed to serve three years of 
probation; pay a criminal fine of $33,478; $169,069.11 representing the costs of investigation payable 
DTSC; $63,522 to DTSC as payment of fees that the Company failed to pay; and $15,000 to the 
California Hazardous Materials Investigators Association for funding of educational programs to be 
conducted in California on paint storage, treatment, and handling.  EDWARDS agreed to serve six 
months of probation, and pay a criminal fine of $2,500.  

According to Granta Y. Nakayama, United States Environmental Protection Agency Assistant 
Administrator for Enforcement and Compliance Assurance, "Today's guilty pleas make it clear that EPA 
will vigorously prosecute companies and individuals that put human health and the environment at risk. 
Dumping hazardous wastes into city sewer systems can damage sewage treatment equipment and risk the 
health of plant workers as well as people, fish or wildlife that come into contact with waters discharged 
from those plants." 
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